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FRENCH WINE REGION TAX STRIKE. During the French wine
region tax strike of 1907, the municipal governments of the
area resigned en masse. Tax strike leader Marcelin Albert
claimed that “12,000 cities, towns, boroughs, and villages in
the south of France” were left without municipal governments
as a result of the resignations. A report noted:

The quitting of municipal officers is usually attended with
much ceremony. Generally a crape streamer is hoisted at the
flagstaff, and the Mayor burns his official sash in public.155

THE BOEKES. War tax resisters Beatrice and Cornelis Boeke
felt that in order for their tax resistance to be consistent, they
must also refuse to use state-run monopolies like the postal
service and railways, relinquish their passports, stop contribut-
ing to retirement accounts, and renounce any claim to the protection of the police, courts,
and military. When the government started providing funding even for private schools, they
withdrew their children and home-schooled them. They even stopped handling government-
issued currency. They took this so far that they abandoned their home rather than call the
police when vagrants moved in.156

TASMANIA. In Tasmania, in 1874, 26 magistrates resigned their offices rather than try to
enforce a widely-resisted tax.

Such an expressive demonstration on the part of gentlemen holding the commission of the peace
incited the people to stronger resistance; for it appeared to them that a law which could not be consci-
entiously administered by the retiring justices was unworthy of obedience.157

resist the census

The story of the birth of Jesus, as given in the gospels, begins with his pregnant mother and
her husband travelling to Bethlehem in order to enroll in the census that Caesar Augustus had
launched as part of his plan “that all the world should be taxed.”158

A government doesn’t launch a census just because it’s curious, but usually, as with Augus-
tus, as the prelude to a tax. It’s the government’s way of “casing the joint” before the big heist.
Some tax resistance campaigns have decided that it’s best to begin resisting early by resisting
such a census.

POLL TAX REBELLION. Refusing to register was one of the ways people resisted Thatcher’s poll
tax. The government had difficulty tracking people as they moved from place to place and
from one council’s jurisdiction to another, and it sometimes couldn’t learn who the taxpayers
were unless they volunteered to be counted.

Marcelin Albert leading
the tax strike
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could be used to seize taxes from their paychecks. According to one account:

[T]he councils still had one insurmountable headache. They had to find out where people worked.
This was a real nightmare because other than asking the people concerned, they had no real way of get-
ting the information they needed. When a liability order was granted by the court, non-payers were
sent a form which requested details of employment. Failure to fill it out carried a fine of £100 and £400
if the non-payer provided false information. But this didn’t act as a deterrent either, because, if people
couldn’t pay the Poll Tax itself (and the court costs which were added), then it made little difference if
the council added another £100. A survey carried out by the Audit Commission in late 1989 showed
that, nationally, only 15% of people who received the form actually sent it back. Like electoral registra-
tion, it was widely ignored even though this was a criminal offence.159

HOUSEHOLD TAX RESISTANCE.  The
Household Tax resistance movement in Ire-
land is characterized by the refusal of house-
holds to register to pay the tax.

This is not a charge to fund your local com-
munity, it is a tax to fund private specula-
tors, bondholders, and the bailout. Our
incomes and services are being decimated to
pay this private debt. Now people have a
chance to register their opposition by not
registering for this tax. By not registering,
we can make this a referendum on the bail-
outs for the rich and the cuts for us.160

Only about half of Irish households had
registered by the legal deadline at the end of
March, 2012. Ruth Coppinger of the Cam-

paign Against Household and Water Taxes declared victory:

This is more than was achieved by Poll Tax non-payment which started off at 15% in the first year,
1989, and which only reached 45% boycott in the year of its abolition.161

EPISCOPALIANS IN SCOTLAND. The official church of Scotland had a habit through the cen-
turies of taxing everyone in Scotland for its support, even members of rival churches. This
annoyed people who preferred another denomination. And this annoyance became especially
loud whenever the “official” church changed.

When the Presbyterians succeeded the Episcopalians as the church of record in 1688, one
way the Episcopalians resisted was by refusing to pay the tax and refusing to participate in a
church-run census. William Maitland, in his History of Edinburgh, fretted over difficulties in
estimating the population at this period of time, noting:

[T]he greatest Defect is owing to the Episcopalian Inhabitants, who, being of a different Communion
from the established Church, are not subject to the Controul and Examination of its Ministers; where-

non-registration is key to the Household Tax 
resistance campaign (photo by William Murphy)
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fore, many of them refuse to give Accounts either of the Names or Numbers of Persons in their Famili-
ties.162

QUEENSLAND WATER TAX STRIKE. In Queensland, Australia, in 1926, the government tried
to sneak a tax on farmers who used wells or water pumps to irrigate their lands. The farmers
rebelled.

Since the tax took the form of a stiff fee that accompanied the mandatory registration of
such wells or water pumps, it was natural that the tax resistance included mass refusal to regis-
ter. Local Producers’ Associations across Queensland gathered and voted to refuse registration.

A month after the tax went into effect, facing this campaign of mass refusal, the govern-
ment backed down and rescinded the tax… but it did not eliminate the requirement to regis-
ter wells and water pumps, which was the pretext the tax had been hooked onto. Some
Associations were suspicious, and continued to counsel their members to refuse to register
even after their tax resistance victory. A Mr. Roome of the Woodmillar LPA put it this way:

A lot of farmers were under the impression that because [the] registration fee had been withdrawn, eve-
rything in the garden was lovely. But the regulations were still there, and farmers who were under that
impression would receive a rude awakening. Only formal registration had to be made, but they would
find that if they furnished the particulars asked for they would give the Government an opportunity to
later on impose the charges. The danger was still there, whereas if they refused to register the onus was
on the Government to get the particulars, and prove that the farmers put down wells or sunk dams, etc.
Once they gave the information they were at the mercy of the Government.… The excuse by the Gov-
ernment was that they wanted to get a survey of the water facilities which was absolutely ridiculous.
The whole thing was a farce, and an excuse to impose a tax. The only way was to refuse to register,
which he hoped would be done by members of all branches, and also refuse to pay the tax.

The Association passed a resolution encouraging its members to continue to refuse to regis-
ter.163

BOYCOTTING “COUNT DAYS”. In the United States, school districts often get government
funding based on how many students are in attendance on certain “count days.” The more
students are at school on those days, the more money the district can get from the various
governments that provide school funding. Districts do a lot to try to increase attendance on
“count days” for this reason—stunts like bringing elephants to campus, giving away gift bags,
holding ice cream socials, and hosting carnival rides at school. But one parent, Carrie Klauber
of Colorado, decided to use this as leverage, saying she would keep her children home from
school on count days, and thereby deprive the district of money, to try to push her district to
adopt better policies.164

CENSUS RESISTANCE IN FIJI. Fiji initiated a poll tax on indentured workers from India in
1924. The Indians had no political representation on the island, were banned from the
schools, and could only emigrate on a single ship voyage offered once per year: they were
essentially considered disposable migrant labor. The workers thought that this new tax, which
amounted to 12 days’ pay, was a sort of bait-and-switch on the contracts that had brought
them to Fiji, and so they vowed to resist. As one account put it:
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S A start will be made in January to register all those liable to pay the residential tax, and prison will be

the fate of him who does not comply with the law. Leading Indians in every district declare that they
will willingly go to gaol before they register their names, and a general passive resistance is highly possi-
ble, with all its attendant strikes and bitter feeling.165

THE BRITISH WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE

MOVEMENT. The women’s suffrage
movement in the United Kingdom,
more so than anywhere else, used tax
resistance in its struggle. Suffragists
also resisted government attempts to
get information from them, both
because these attempts were part of
the effort to tax them, and because
the laws that governed such informa-
tion-gathering had been passed by a
male-exclusive government.

In 1910, Winifred Patch wrote:

I have recently received a paper from the Inland Revenue Office headed “Duties on Land Values.
Notice to Furnish Information,” asking for the names and addresses of any persons to whom I pay rent
or for whom I may collect rents, a penalty not exceeding £50 being incurred if this information is wil-
fully withheld.… As I am denied the rights of citizenship I absolutely decline to facilitate in any way
the carrying out of the provisions of Mr. Lloyd George’s Finance Bill, and am returning my paper with
this written across it. I am hoping, through the Women’s Tax Resistance League, of which I am a mem-
ber, to obtain expert information which will enable me to make it impossible for the Government to
exact the £50 penalty, and will leave them with no alternative but to imprison me in default. Will other
women join me in making this protest? I feel that there must be many like myself who would gladly
risk imprisonment for the cause, but who, for various reasons, find it very difficult, if not impossible, to
take part in the more active protests which have hitherto brought women into conflict with the law. I
cannot help hoping that we have here another vantage ground from which to attack a Government
which refuses us justice.166

Teresa Billington-Grieg took up Patch’s suggestion and rallied the troops:

The famous forms on which the owners and lease-holders of the country have to prepare the necessary
statistics for the levying of the new [land] tax have been issued now in practically all parts of England,
and they will be issued in Scotland within a few days. Already these forms have been returned unfilled
up, and with a curt comment as to the status of the women applied to, by some of our members in
England. They will be so returned by many Suffragists across the border. Neither information nor
money will be forthcoming in response to the Inland Revenue Department’s demands. As far as possi-
ble this piece of Government business will be impeded first by the determined refusal of information,
and, second, by the withholding of the money claimed in taxes.

Such refusal to yield to tyranny is always desirable. But at the present moment it carries an additional
value in that it can be employed to improve the chances of the Conciliation Women’s Suffrage Bill.
From now until the fate of the Bill is decided, every woman to whom any Government application for
information or for taxes is made should not only refuse to comply because of the unrepresented condi-

a 1911 census form filled out as a protest



99 Tactics of Successful Tax Resistance Campaigns 173

T
A

C
T

IC
S

T
H

A
T

 E
X

P
A

N
D

T
H

E
 A

R
S

E
N

A
L

O
F

 R
E

S
IS

T
A

N
C

E
 T

E
C

H
N

IQ
U

E
S

tion of her sex, but should add a rider to the effect that she will gladly supply information and provide
the money claimed if the Women’s Suffrage Bill at present before Parliament becomes law this
Session.167

Margarete Wynne Nevinson put it this way:

Here I have one of Mr. Lloyd George’s wonderful forms, with its numerous questions, to answer which
intelligently I should require, apparently, the training of a lawyer and surveyor, and a fund of universal
knowledge which I do not possess. I am asked to answer those questions, but am not considered fit to
vote for a member of Parliament. This Form is addressed to me because I have a little freehold property,
but it starts off with “Sir.” I am sending it back, pointing out that I must be addressed as “Madam,” and
not “Sir,” and that as I have no vote, I do not see what this matter has to do with me. If you think of it,
it is rather an insult to all women property holders to be addressed as “Sir,” and not by their proper title
of courtesy. The State seems to take for granted that there can be no free women or women freeholders
in the country, but that all the land must be owned by men.168

The following year, Charlotte Despard announced that this strategy of non-cooperation
would be extended to the national census. One news account said:

The census would cost a great deal of money, said Mrs. Despard, and involve an enormous amount of
labor. So far as they were concerned, this census should not be taken.

“We shall prove,” said Mrs. Despard, “whether there is a people, or whether there can be a people with-
out the women. We shall call upon women householders and women lodgers all over the country to
refuse absolutely all information when the census takers come round.”

Women, she went on, had been proud to belong to the nation, but they had been denied their citizen-
ship. Was it not logical, therefore, that they should say, “Very well; citizens we are not, and we shall not
register ourselves as citizens?” That was logical, as a protest should be, and it would be effective.

Speaking of the preparations for the census, Mrs. Despard asserted that the officials were trying to get
cheap labor: little girls from the schools at six and seven shillings a week. Mrs. Despard added that the
members were going to obstruct other Government business and make other protests, and they would
stop the census boycott only when they had the promise of the Prime Minister that a Woman’s Suffrage
Bill would be introduced this session.169

secede or establish a parallel government

Some tax resistance campaigns have tried to partially or completely secede from the govern-
ment that is taxing them, or to set up alternative parallel or quasi-governmental institutions to
compete with those of the established government.

If a resistance movement can do traditionally government-sponsored public works better
or more justly than the government can, people will have that much more reason to refuse
their taxes.

LOUISIANA DURING RECONSTRUCTION.  When white supremacists in Louisiana lost the
gubernatorial election in 1872, they formed their own parallel government led by the losing
candidate, with their own separate legislature and their own separate militia (with which they


