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Context and questions for consideration

This background paper is one of a number of papers that have been prepared by the Department
of Transport, Tourism and Sport to inform a public consultation on Ireland’s sustainable mobility
policy. The review work arises from a commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government®
to review public transport policy “to ensure services are sustainable into the future and are
meeting the needs of a modern economy”. The public consultation is designed to give
stakeholders, interested parties and the general public the opportunity to reflect on the
information and analysis in the papers, to share their views, and to contribute to the development
of a Sustainable Mobility Policy Statement.

Sustainable Mobility can be described as linking people and places in a sustainable way by
supporting:

= comfortable and affordable journeys to and from work, home, school, college, shops and
leisure;

= travelling by cleaner and greener transport; and

= 3 shift away from the private car to greater use of active travel (walking and cycling) and
public transport (e.g. bus, rail, tram).

All elements of sustainable mobility (public transport, cycling, walking) are being considered in the
policy review. Each background paper includes a number of questions to generate ideas about
the extent to which the present approach to sustainable mobility is working well, the areas which
are not, and future priorities.

This background paper brings together readily available data and statistics on the transport
emissions in Ireland. This paper also outlines the current climate change challenges facing Ireland
and the steps that are being taken to reduce emissions in line with climate action policies.
Participants in the public consultation are not confined to answering the suggested questions and
are invited to offer any other contribution they wish to make. It is recommended that
submissions are confined to circa 2,500 words or less.

3.1 Which sustainable mobility emissions mitigation measures, not currently employed
in Ireland, should be considered for implementation?

3.2 Are there any measures identified as “potential measures” in Table 7.1 (page 57)
that you would like to see implemented?

3.3 Are there any emissions reduction measures, currently employed, that should be
amended or fully discontinued?

34 How should mitigation measures be prioritised (e.g. on basis of: least cost, carbon
abatement potential, disruptive effects, co-benefit potential etc.)?




1 Structure of the paper

Section 2:

Section 3:

Section 4:

Section 5:

Section 6:

Section 7:

Climate change focuses on the global climate change challenge and climate action at
the national, European and global level. The Section also describes Ireland’s emission
reduction targets and projections, as well as the relative potential contribution of
different sectors towards reaching emission targets. Finally, an outline of the national
policy approach to tackling climate change is provided.

Emissions in the transport sector describes the dramatic changes in transport trends
and emissions since 1990 and discusses the sources of transport emissions along with
potential causative factors.

Challenges facing the transport sector describes the main obstacles facing the
transport sector in addressing climate change and reducing emissions, namely:
Ireland’s increasing travel demand; dispersed settlement patterns; dependence on
new technologies; and the need for widespread behavioural change.

Current measures that reduce transport emissions outlines the policy interventions
and incentives that have been implemented to reduce emissions from the transport
sector, namely: continued investment in the sustainable mobility network to increase
capacity and promote modal shift; implementation of EU regulations; redesigning tax
regimes; incentives to encourage alternative fuel and technologies; and the
introduction of a Biofuel Obligation Scheme.

Avoid-Shift-Improve Emissions examines potential ways to: avoid emissions through
reducing the frequency and distance of trips; to reduce emissions by shifting towards
more environmentally friendly modes of transport, such as walking, cycling or using
public transport; and to improve emissions through promoting efficient fuel and
vehicle technologies.

Concluding points includes a summary table to map the Avoid-Shift-Improve
mitigation measures currently employed in the transport sector and identifies
potential new mitigation measures.
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